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Letters  from  the  Editort  f  Igsh  Peddling 


So  we  got  a  bit  of  flak  over  the  Issue  8  cover  (yes,  that  one).  The 
administration  pulled  all  the  copies  from  their  offices  in  the  Sanders 
building  (understandable  as  they  had  tours  and  such  coming  through.) 
Reaction  elsewhere  was  divided,  we  had  some  who  appreciated  the  joke 
and  others  who  didn  't.  I  got  a  couple  of  women  who  gave  me  a  "stern 
talking  to,  "  but  for  the  most  part  reaction  was  favorable  (very  favorable 
in  some  quarters.  By  the  way,  she  is  not  a  student  at  FSC;  no,  I  don 't 
know  her  nor  have  her  number;  her  name  was  listed  as  Lacey,  although 
I'm  sure  that's  as  real  as  Bush  's  "compassion.  "). 

We  got  a  number  of  letters  and  calls  (some  from  those  with  personal 
axes  to  grind)  ranging  from  condemnation  of  the  paper  as  a  whole  and 
villification  of  myself  personally  to  support  for  the  paper's  "new  direc- 
tion "  and  the  epistle  equivalent  of  appreciative  chuckles. 

The  most  ridiculous  response  proclaimed  the  cover  as  indicative  of 
the  paper 's  slow  decline  over  the  past  year.  Now  <«insert  the  mytho- 
logical deity  of  your  choice  here>»  knows  I  am  not  the  best  Editor-in- 
Chief  (regardless  of  what  I  think),  but  if  you  placed  an  issue  of  The  Point 
from  last  year  next  to  a  current  issue,  even  a  one-eyed  fry  cook  tripping 
his  teeth  out  could  see  that  the  quality,  both  of  the  images  and  writing, 
has  improved.  Is  it  perfect?  No.  Am  I  perfect?  No,  but  at  least  I  don't 
set  articles  in  13pt  Arial  so  they  '11  take  up  more  room. 

The  most  humorous  response  was  from  this  fierce  henna-addicted 
girl  (you  know  the  type,  fervently  dedicated  to  her  cause  of  the  week 
unless  she  has  a  test  coming  up  or  needs  to  write  a  poem  about  the  trou- 
ble she 's  having  with  her  boy/girlfriend)  who  accused  me  of  "Pander- 
ing Pornography.  "  (You  could  hear  the  caps  in  her  voice.)  That  was 
three  days  ago,  I  just  stopped  laughing  now. 

As  impressed  as  I  was  by  her  proper  use  of  the  word  pandering,  I 
took  issue  with  the  term  pornography.  Webster  defines  pornography  as 
"the  depiction  of  erotic  behavior  intended  to  cause  sexual  excitement" 
(from  the  Greek  pornographos,  writing  about  prostitutes).  Seeing  as  the 
cover  was  not  intended  to  cause  sexual  excitement,  that,  by  definition 
alone,  rules  out  any  pornographic  aspects.  (Plus  the  fact  that  if  you  are 
getting  your  sexual  excitement  from  The  Point  you  desperately  need  to 
get  a  life.    What's  the  matter,  haven  't  you  heard  of  the  internet?)  . 

What  bothers  me  is  that  her  reaction,  and  the  reaction  of  the  hand- 
ful of  others,  seems  plausible  on  the  surface.  Nowadays  we  have  a  few 
key  buzzwords  which  by  using,  we  can  dispense  with  whatever  bothers 
us.  If  we  disagree  with  a  person  or  what  that  person  is  saying  or  doing 
then  they  are  a  Racist,  a  Sexist,  a  Liberal,  a  Republican,  a  Nazi,  a 
Pornographer  or  what  have  you.  Even  some  of  the  most  reactionary  far 
right  dipshits  use  the  Nazis  as  bad  examples. 

There  is  a  site  on  the  net  called  The  Nuremburg  File  maintained  by 
Pro-Life  organizations  (like  the  fun-loving  Army  of  God).  It  equates 
doctors  who  perform  abortions  to  war  criminals  guilty  of  crimes  against 
humanity.  The  "highlight "  of  the  site  is  a  list  of  abortionists  used  to 
keep  track  of  those  that  have  been  wounded  and/or  killed  by  Pro-Life 
organizations  (like  the  fun-loving  Army  of  God).  This  to  me  is  more 
pornographic  than  any  nudie  picture  could  ever  be.  This  to  me  is  more 
pornographic  than  if  I  had  slapped  together  a  cover  depicting  hot  gay 
amputee  dwarf  scat  necrophilia  bondage  with  farm  animals. 

As  repugnant  as  it  is,  however,  I  still  would  not  want  to  see  that  web- 
site shutdown  simply  because  I  disagree  with  it  or  the  philosophy  behind 
it.  Words  only  have  as  much  power  over  us  as  we  give  them.  Images  the 
same.  We  need  to  be  able  to  hear  all  opinions,  see  every  disturbing 
image,  hear  every  horrible  detail  no  matter  how  extreme  or  loathsome 
they  may  be  to  us  personally.  That's  what  freedom  is.  And  let's  face  it, 
as  the  freedom  of  choice  becomes  narrower  and  narrower  due  to  the 
current  trends  of  corporate  culture,  the  freedom  of  "pornography"  may 


be  only  freedom  we  have  left. 

So  I'm  a  pornographer,  so  be  it;  historically  speaking  I'm  in  some 
very  good  company.  I  personally  have  a  different  concept  of  what  is 
pornographic. 

I  think  it 's  pornographic  that  in  today 's  marketplace,  according  to 
top  marketer  Burt  Flickinger,  "Any  company  less  than  $5  billion  [in 
sales]  tends  to  be  less  relevant,  "(as  told  to  Ad  Age  magazine.  Yes,  a 
magazine  for  advertisers,  marketers  and  other  scum.  You  want  to  get  a 
brief  inside  glimpse  into  how  you  are  being  manipulated  every  day  of 
your  life,  pick  up  a  copy.) 

I  think  it's  pornographic  that  we  as  a  society  have  mindlessly  accept- 
ed the  viral  replication  of  McCulture  without  batting  an  eye. 

I  think  it's  pornographic  that  based  upon  a  Supreme  Court  decision 
in  the  1800s  railroaded  through  by  a  cadre  of  robber  barons,  the  Nth 
Amendment  has  been  perverted  from  a  protection  for  freed  slaves  into 
teflon  coating  for  the  corporate  oligarchy.  (For  more  go  to  www.iiipub- 
lishing.  com/afd/santaclara.  html.) 

I  think  it 's  pornographic  that  pharmacutical  companies  are  spend- 
ing millions  to  sway  doctors  to  prescribe  their  brand  of  medication  while 
at  the  same  time  using  WTO  to  threaten  Third  World  countries  with 
trade  sane 
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by  TOM  TOMORROW 


can  you  B£LI£V£  this?  those 
BouGHT-AND-PAlD-FOR  REPUB- 
LICANS HA*  tePEAU*  THE 
RULES  on  REPEXttHE  STRESS 
INJURIES'.      

v 


WITH  THE    HELP 
I  Of  J«  06MXIUT- 
SENATORS,   Of 
[COURSE 


AN*  NOT  ONLY  WAT— TH£Y\E 
PRACTICALLY  DECLARED  WAR 
OH  THE  POOR  WITH  THIS  HEW 

bankruptcy  eiLL.' 


THIRTY-SIX 
SENATE  DEMO- 
CRATS VOTED 
FOR  TWAf  ONE 


AND  8USH  HAS  REVERSED  A 
CLINTON  ADMINISTRATION  ORDER 
REDUCING  ALLOWABLE  LEVELS 
of  ARSENIC  m  our  DRINK- 
ING WATER',  HE  DOESN^T 
CARE  If  WE  ALL  DIE  Of  AR- 
SENIC POISONING! 


CLINTON,   ON  THE 
OTHER  HAND,   WAS 
SO  V£RV  COH- 
CERNED  THAT  HE 
SIGNED  THE  ORDER 
THREE  DAIS  BE- 
FORE HE  LEFT  Of- 
flCE— IN  ftZSKNSE 
TO  A  STUDY  ISSUED 
IN  iqqq. 


THOSE  DAMNED  REPUBLI- 
CANS ARE  PURg  &IL, 
SPARKY. 


N" 


THAT'S  TRUE.  BUT  WE  CAN 
CERTAINLY  REST  EASIER 
AT  NIGHT  KNOWING  THE 
DEMOCRATS  ARE  OUT 
THERE  flGHTING  FOR  V$. 
EH  WALTER? 


You  we*£  i 

MAYING      "^L, 

SOMETHING?  r~ 


NOTMIN6 
TOU'RE  IN- 
1ED£$TE&IN 
HEARING... 


I 


THE  REVERSE  CAUSAL  IS  A  RHETORICAL 
DEVICE  USED  TO  DENY  A  PROPOSED 
RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  A  SOCIAL  ILL 
AND  ITS  ALLEGED  STIMULUS.  OBSERVE  ■ 


THt  SWflES  WAS 
A  WCTH  HIHttLF. 


LOTS  Of  PtCPUE  HAVE  8££W 
RAPO>  ANP  8VLU&D-  BUT  VOU 
WNT  see  THEM 


[LIKE  MOST  SUCH  HALT-TRUTHS,  IT'S 
HIGHLY  EFFECTIVE,  ESPECIALLY  SINCE 
IT  DEBUNKS  SWEEPING  CAUSALITY 
THEORIES. 
y  
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MR£*lTrSPKWeN. 
TO£  IS  NO  RELATION. 

SWPHMAisoeve^ 

&U.W  AMP 
SCHOOL  SHOCWKK. 


NATURALLY,  CAUSE-ETFECT  OPERATES 
OVER  GROUPS  RATHER  THAN  INDIVIDUALS. 
EVEN  MAJORITY  EXCEPTIONS  DONT 
DISPROVE  CAUSATION!  THEORIES. 


R.CJ;  REDUCES  ABSTRACT,  COMPLEX 
STATISTICAL  AWLY5IS  TO  SIMPLISTIC 
ANECDOTAL  INANITIES.*. IT  NEVER 
EYER  LOSES. 
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VICTIM?  OF  RAPE  t  8UUYING 


5  NEXT=  ANOTHER  CARTOON  GOES  UNREAD 
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exPLainEd=  the  REnrse  cAusai  mux/ 


77?  <?  S'ea/'s  Available 
List  for  all  undergradu- 
ate day  courses  for  Fall 
Semester  2001  is  now 
available  exclusively  on 
the  World  Wide  Web. 
Students  will  no  longer 
receive  Seats  Available 
Lists  in  their  mailbox- 
es. Please  go  to 
www.fsc.  edu/~regis- 
trar/  beginning  next 
week  to  see  what 
courses  are  being 
offered  this  fall  I  If  you 
do  not  have  access  to 
the  World  Wide  Web 
you  may  contact  the 
Office  of  the  Registrar. 


Student  Health  Ser- 
vices reminds  all  full 
time  students  that  you 
need  to  have  complete 
medical  files  on  record 
with  our  office  before 
registration  to  avoid  a 
hold  being  placed  on 
your  account.  With 
this  hold,  you  will  be 
unable  to  register  for 
fall  classes.  Ifyou  have 
any  question  as  to 
whether  your  record  is 
complete  or  not,  please 
call  Health  Services  at 
3216  or  stop  by  our 
office  in  the  Anthony 
Building.    Thank  ydu. 
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Best  effeace    .    •    .   Best  effeace    .    .    .   Best  effeace 


Master  artist  Efraim  Silva  will 
teach  a  beginner's  workshop  in 
the  dance  self  defense  art  form 
Capoeria  April  24,  4  p.m.  in  the 
college's  dance  studio  in  the 
Recreation  Center.  Tickets  are 
$10  and  may  be  purchased  by 
calling  the  Cultural  Affairs  Office 
at  (978)  665-3709. 

Capoeira  is  a  unique  art  form 
developed  by  African  slaves  in 
Brazil  in  the  16th  century.  Equal 
parts  dance  and  self  defense, 
Capoeira  is  punctuated  by  fast 
footwork,  daring  leaps,  and  split- 
second  timing.  Teacher  Silva  is  a 
former  Brazilian  national  cham- 
pion. Born  in  Sao  Paulo,  he  began 
to  practice  Capoeira  at  age  13.  "I 
grew  up  playing  soccer  and  danc- 
ing under  the  palm  trees  of 
Brazil 's  beaches,  "  recalls  Silva. 
He  studied  under  a  Capoeira 
master  for  many  years  and  grew 
into  a  gifted  teacher  with  a  pas- 
sion for  preserving  traditions. 

"The  most  beautiful  part  of  it 
is  the  self-expression,  "  Silva  says. 
"Capoeira  is  a  way  to  get  in  touch 
with  yourself  and  learn  to  respect 
others.  "  He  has  received  numer- 
ous awards  for  his  artistry  and 
was  selected  for  the  New  England 
Foundation  for  the  Arts  Touring 
Roster. 


by  Jesse  Tully 

Ever  been  caught  in  a  threaten- 
ing, potentially  violent  situation? 
A  can  of  pepper  spray  could  be 
your  best  defense.  Earlier  this 
semester,  Campus  Police  Officer 
Michael  Marcil  discussed  the 
use  and  legal  aspects  of  pepper 
spray  as  part  of  a  workshop  that 
drew  about  a  dozen  women. 

Pepper  spray  can  be  a  very 
hkndy  tool  for  someone  who  is 
confronted  by  an  attacker,  Marcil 
said.  It  is  made  with  a  diluted 
combination  of  chili  and  cayenne 
peppers,  which  will  inflame  the 
face,  nose  and  throat  for  15  min- 


Four  hearts  .  .  .  two  couples  .  .  . 
one  dangerous  secret.  Does  he 
really  better  her,  or  is  she  making 
it  up?  This  situation  will  be  por- 
trayed in  PlayRights-  "Four 
Hearts  Changing,  "an  interactive 
play  about  dating  violence.    "Four 

Hearts  Changing''  will  be.  per- 
formed at  Ellis  White  Lecture 
Hall  on  April  12th.  at  7  p.m. 
This  program  is  being  spon- 
sored by  Counseling  Services, 
Health  Services,  Student 
Activities,  Campus  Living, 
Athletics,  and  Campus  Police. 
Dating  violence,  also  called 
battering,  is  a  prevalent  and 
hidden  problem  on  college 
campuses  today.  Statistics 
about  dating  violence  among 
college  students  are  alarming: 

28%  of  college  and 
high  school  students  reported 
that  they  had  experienced  vio- 
lence in  a  dating  relationship. 

As   many   as   50%   of 
dating  women  suffer  physical, 
sexual,   emotional  or  verbal 
abuse  from  their  partners. 

Dating  violence  is  a  hidden 
crime.  Many  victims  keep  the 
abuse  a  secret,  due  to  fear,  shame 
or  the  concern  that  they  will  not  be 
believed. 


utes  to  half  an  hour,  giving  the 
potential  victim  time  to  escape. 
Pepper  spray  comes  in  3-  to  10- 
percent  solutions,  he  said. 
Although  pepper  spray  is  legal 
and  does  not  cause  permanent 
damage,  Marcil  did  urge  anyone 
who  uses  pepper  spray  to  report 
the  incident  to  the  police. 

The  procedure  for  obtaining 
permission  to  use  pepper  spray  is 
fairly  simple:  Go  to  the  police 
department  and  fill  out  an  appli- 
cation for  a  Firearms  Identifica- 
tion card  (FID).  Once  your  appli- 
cation is  processed,  you  're  good  to 
go.  Unfortunately,  there  is  a  back- 
log of  applications  at  the  Fitch- 


30%  of  married  battered 
women  experience  abuse  during 
courtship,  and  the  violence  usually 
escalates  in  intensity  and  frequen- 
cy, over  time. 

"Four  Hearts  Changing"  is  an 
original  program,  featuring  four 


professional  actors  in  a  powerful 
story  about  relationships  and  vio- 
lence. The  program  follows  two 
female  and  two  male  friends  as 
they  begin  going  out  with  each 
other.    Over  time,  as  they  become 


burg  Police  Department,  so  it 
could  take  several  months  for  an 
application  to  go  through,  Marcil 
said. 

With  an  FID  card,  you  can  pur- 
chase a  can  of  pepper  spray  at  a 
store  such  as  WalMart,  or  over  the 
Internet,  for  about  $20.  While 
you  're  waiting  for  your  FID  appli- 
cation to  go  through,  you  can  pur- 
chase pepper  spray  in  a  solution  of 
less  than  5  percent,  provided  you 
are  over  18.  In  the  workshop, 
Marcil  demonstrated  the  best 
ways  to  use  pepper  spray  effec- 
tively, and  he  passed  around  some 
deactivated  pepper-spray  contain- 
ers.    Throughout    the   program, 


more  serious  with  each  other, 
hints  arise  that  something  is 
quite  right  with  one  couple, 
challenge  is  to  uncover  the  truth  of 
what  is  really  happening  behind 
closed  doors.  At  critical  points  in 
the  plot,  actors  will  stop  the  action 
and  remain  in  character 
while  audience  members 
ask  them  questions  to  dis- 
cover each  character's 
motives,  feelings,  opinions, 
and  plans. 

PlayRights-  "Four  Hearts 
Changing"  is  an  entertain- 
ing forum  in  which  to 
explore  the  impact  of  vio- 
lence on  a  relationship. 
Within  a  true-to-life  situa- 
tion, in  which  characters 
are  so  familiar  they  seem 
real,  the  program  provides 
the  answers  to  these  ques- 
tions: What  should  you  do 
if  a  friend  tells  you  she  is 
being  battered?  Why  do 
abusive  men  batter?  Why 
do  women  stay  in  violent 
relationships?  Why  should  men 
he  concerned  about  dating  vio- 
lence? What  do  society's  values 
have  to  do  if  you  are  being  bat- 
tered, or  if  you  are  afraid  your 
relationship  might  turn  violent? 


Marcil  answered  students'  ques- 
tions. 

Marcil  "really  enjoys  doing  (the 
program),  and  he 's  sincere  about 
helping  the  students  and  every- 
body be  safe,  "  said  Dodi  Nolan, 
who  leads  the  Women  in  Today's 
Society  program  on  campus.  One 
woman  who  attended  the  work- 
shop said  she  was  very  pleased 
with  the  program  and  plans  to  see 
about  getting  a  can  of  pepper 
spray  for  herself. 

The  pepper-spray  workshop 
will  be  held  again;  further  infor- 
mation can  be  obtained  by  calling 
the  Campus  Police  at  665-3111. 


Professor  Fflust  Full  of  Bright  Ideas 

FSC  professor  Kimberly  Faust  has  been  awarded  a  Fulbright  Grant 
to  conduct  research  on  urban  planning  in  Germany  this  June.  Faust,  a 
sociologist,  will  join  with  colleagues  from  a  variety  of  disciplines  to 
examine  current  political,  social  and  economic  developments  in  Ger- 
many. The  group  will  witness  firsthand  the  repair  and  reconstruction  of 
the  former  German  Democratic  Republic.  The  Fulbright  program, 
funded  by  the  U.S.  Information  Agency,  provides  grants  that  allow 
scholars  to  lecture  and  conduct  research  in  foreign  countries. 

"This  is  a  great  opportunity,  "  said  Faust,  who  teaches  urban  studies 
classes  at  the  college.  "It  allow  me  to  incorporate  new  examples,  theo- 
ries, and  practices  into  my  classes.  I  am  especially  interested  in  learning 
how  Germany  is  dealing  with  brownfields.  Like  Germany,  the  New 
England  area  has  a  substantial  number  of  brownfields  due  to  economic 
transformation  and  de-industrialization. 

"Also,  the  demographic  composition  of  German  areas  closely  resem- 
bles that  of  the  recently-transformed  new  England  metropolitan  areas. 
We  are  currently  faced  with  an  aging  population  coupled  with  birth 
rates  far  below  replacement  levels.  Additionally,  several  of  our  urban 
areas  are  experiencing  a  large  influx  of  foreign  nationals  moving  into 
urban  areas.  These  first  generation  immigrants  living  in  ethnic  villages 
and  working  primarily  in  service  and  semi-skilled  industries,  have  their 
own  unique  housing,  transportation,  social  service,  and  political  issues 
that  must  be  addressed  within  the  urban  setting.  " 

Faust  also  said  her  trip  will  help  her  offer  students  a  more  globalized 
viewpoint.  "I  think  it 's  important  that  my  students  understand  how  the 
lives  of  people  around  the  world  are  intertwined  on  many  levels.  It  is 
also  vital  that  they  understand  how  each  country  's  problems  are  part  of 
a  larger  global  situation,  and  how  decisions  made  in  the  United  States 
have  repercussions  beyond  our  borders.  "  Faust  also  see  benefits  for  the 
region,  which  currently  relies  on  the  college  for  help  in  preparing  demo- 
graphic projections,  and  addressing  such  issues  as  economic  develop- 
ment, subsidized  housing,  transportation  and  land  use. 

"One  of  the  college 's  primary  goals  is  to  establish  a  coordinated  effort 
among  civic  and  business  leaders,  educators,  and  state  and  local  politi- 
cians as  we  conduct  research  and  adopt  new  policies  to  address  the  var- 
ied issues  facing  the  Fitchburg  metropolitan  area.  By  exposing  these 
local  stakeholders  to  new  and  different  ideas  regarding  urban  planning 
and  policy  information  that  I  '11  learn  in  Germany,  the  city  will  be  able 
to  draw  upon  a  wider  variety  of  options  as  they  develop  their  own  long- 
range  urban  plans.  " 


IS 


by  Ben  Reed 

Let 's  face  it, 

there  are   times 

^g^  Jf^k       when  I  can  't  find 

J|   ™F       jff      an       interesting 

11— PB  IfJ     website    to    surf. 

^j        BhwpJ     It 's     as     though 

■By        my    supply    has 

been   exhausted. 

As  a  last  resort,  I  pull  up  my  AOL 

Instant  Messenger  (AIM),   buddy 

list  window  and  right  click  to  read 

all    the    away    messages    of  my 

friends    to  pass    the   time   away. 

Sound  familiar?  Of  course  it  does, 

each  one  of  us  has  some  voyeuristic 

tendencies;  humans  are  nosey. 

Oftentimes  the  messages  are 
short  and  to  the  point,  "I'm  eat- 
ing", "In  class  be  back  later,  "  and 
"Taking  a  nap"  are  just  a  few 
exam- 
pies  of 
the  bor- 
ing ways 
your 
friends 
fill  you  in  on  their  whereabouts. 
Sometimes  they  might  get  a  little 
creative  and  throw  in  a  %n,  a  %d, 
or  a  %t  to  personalize  the  message. 
If  you  add  any  of 
those  characters 
above,  the  receiver 
will  see  their  name, 
date,  and  time 
respectively  in  the 
away  message  window. 


M 


With  this  weeks  column  I 
encourage  next  time  you  type  an 
away  message  to  be  a  little  more 
creative.  To  get  you  started  with 
some  ideas  you  can  check  out 
www.awaymessages.com.  Exam- 
ples are  categorized 
on  their  use,  such  as 
school,  funny,  inspi- 
rational, etc.  There 
are  quite  a  few  good 
ones  in  here. 

This  next  site  includes  many 
messages,  but  they  are  not 
arranged  into  any  categories.  You 
must  look  through  each  page  until 
you  find  something  you  like.  It  also 
contains  other  goodies  like  buddy 
icons. 
http://www.gigahosts.  com/~cl003/ 
aimicons/index.html  Finally  this 
last  site  has 
some  more 
to  check  out. 
It  has  a  few 
repeats 
from  before, 
but  also  a  few  new  ones.  http://jeff- 
martl  0.  tripod,  com/away  _mes- 
sages.  htm 

Remember  a  search  for  away 
messages  on  any  search  engine  will 
bring  up  plenty  of  sites,  so  what  are 
you  waiting  for?  Until  next  week, 
"I  am  away  from  my  computer. 
Please  leave  a  message  and  I'll  get 
back  to  you.  " 


RED  MEAT 


rust-rotted  rainbow  of  regret 


from  the  secret  files  of 

m<xx  cannon 


My  girlfriend  keeps  buggirT  me  to  move 
in  together,  but  every  time  she  comes 
over  she  complains  about  my  apartment. 


For  instance. . .she  don't  like  the  bunch 
of  lite-size  human  embryo  sculptures 
that  I  carved  out  of  bars  of  hand  soap. 


OOTOM 


by  Sharlene  Gugarty 

"BOO!"  "HISS!"  "GET OUTTA  HERE! "  Not  the  typical  sounds  that 
greet  an  actor  when  he  appears  on  stage,  are  they?  Well,  they  were  com- 
pletely appropriate  last  night  when  the  actor  was  Mike  Jacobson  por- 
traying the  deliciously  deceitful  and  devilishly  demonic  Lawyer  Cribbs 
in  the  English  Department's  production  of  "The  Drunkard" . 

An  American  melodrama,  "The  Drunkard"  was  originally  produced 
for  the  stage  as  part  of  the  temperance  movement  of  the  1840  's.  It  paints, 
in  very  broad  strokes,  the  evils  of  liquor  and  the  consequences  of  allow- 
ing it  to  control  your  life.  However,  this  play  is  anything  but  depressing. 

Poor  Mrs.  Wilson,  a  widow  living  in  a  rented  cottage  with  her  daugh- 
ter, the  lovely  and  pure  Jeannie,  faces  eviction.  Evil  Lawyer  Cribbs, 
spurned  by  Jeannie,  will  put  them  out  in  the  streets.  But  wait!  Wealthy, 
handsome  Edward  Middleton  has  arrived  to  rescue  them!  He  marries 
Jeannie  and  assures  they  all  will  have  a  home  for  life.  All  is  well  until 
Edward  becomes  acquainted  with  alcohol.  Intoxicating  liquor  leads  him 
from  life  in  a  small  farming  town  near  Fitchburg  to  the  back  alleys  and 
barrooms  of  New  York  City.  Edward  Middleton,  once  proud,  handsome 
and  rich  is  now  a  wretched  shell  of  a  human,  reduced  to  madness  and  on 
the  brink  of  suicide  by  intoxicating  liquor. 

"The  Drunkard"  is  a  cautionary  tale,  according  to  director,  Richard 
McElvain.  "Alcohol  abuse  is  no  joke  on  today's  campuses,  "  McElvain 
notes  in  the  play 's  program.  "It  has  been  a  conscious  effort  on  my  part 
and  the  cost's  to  make  sure  we  are  never  mocking  Temperance  as  a 
virtue.  " 

That 's  not  to  say  the  cast  and  audience  aren  't  having  fun.  This  is  the- 


atre as  once  it  was,  where  you  are  encouraged  to  be  politically  incorrect. 
The  audience 's  reaction  to  the  characters  is  as  much  a  part  of  the  action 
as  the  chases  and  barroom  brawls.  With  characters  as  memorable  as 
Cribbs,  aptly  dressed  in  black  with  a  cadaverous  cast  to  his  complexion, 
and  Edward  Middleton,  the  personification  of  refinement  and  goodness, 
theaudience  instantly  knows  good  from  evil.  Judging  from  the  audience 
reaction  Thursday  night,  the  actors  were  very  successful  in  giving  their 
characters 
life. 

And  what  characters  they  are!  The  aging  widow,  the  devoted  child, 
the  raving  lunatic  are  all  represented  along  with  an  assortment  of  towns- 
folk and  farmers,  drinking  buddies  and  bartenders.  There  is  the  reluc- 
tant hero,  the  dim-witted,  but  well-meaning  half-brother  to  Middleton 
who  never  loses  faith  in  him  and  Miss  Spindle,  the  lisping  lovely  who, 
spurned  by  Middleton,  comes  to  delight  in  his  downfall.  Nick  Howe  as 
Edward  Middleton  undergoes  an  impressive  transformation  from 
upstanding  citizen  to  skid  row  derelict,  yet  loses  the  goodness  of  his 
character.  His  haunting  rendition  of  the  Stephan  Foster  song,  "Jeannie 
With  the  Light  Brown  Hair  ",  moved  some  audience,  members  to  tears. 
As  good  as  Middleton  is,  so  is  Lawyer  Cribbs  evil  and  Mike  Jacobson 
was  obviously  making  the  most  of  that.  His  character  seemed  to  grow 
with  every  catcall  and  hiss  from  the  audience.  Willy,  the  half-brother,  is 
masterfully  played  by  Eric  Mello  whose  energy  and  sunny  disposition 
provided  the  hope  for  Middleton 's  salvation  even  in  the  darkest  of  times. 
Performances  of  "The  Drunkard" ,  at  the  Percival  Hall  theater,  contin- 
ue April  11-17. 


nocturnal  transmissions: 
mid/eci/on  replacement/ 


by  Tess  Rhonda  Lurcott 

Oh,  how  art  imitates  life.  Okay,  so  maybe  art  is  a  bit  of  a  stretch. 
This  time  of  year  the  television  networks  dole  out  a  slate  of  new  shows  to 
replace  the  clunkers  that  already  tanked.     Sometimes  these  midseason 

replacements  take  off,  like  3r"  Rock  from  the  Sun  or  Malcolm  in  the  Middle. 
Usually,  though,  they  are  ill-conceived  stinkers  who  were  not  good  enough 
to  debut  in  the  fall.   Believe  me,  they  don 't  age  like  a  fine  wine. 

The  "art  imitating  life  "  of  it  all  is  I  have  decided  to  get  out  and 
start  dating  again  now  that  I  have  properly  healed  after  the  breakup  with 
Joe.  I  know,  howev- 
er, that  the  chances 
of  finding  a  decent 
guy  are  slim.  Much 
like  the  television 
season.  all  the 
decent  shows  i.  e. 
men,  which  debuted 
in  the  fall  are  happi- 
ly enjoying  their 
new  relationship 
with  their  respective 
networks  i.e.  girl- 
friends. My  only 
hope  is  that  I  can 
snatch  a  troubled 
show  with  potential 
away  from  its 
unsupportive  network,  or  luck  out  with  a  midseason  replacement  show  of 
my  own. 

One  new  show  gives  me  some  hope,  Joan  Cusacks  What  About 
Joan?  For  tickets  to  be  in  the  live  audience  call  773-473-  8224.  It 's  on  Tues- 
days at  9:30,  so  I've  been  watching  it  while  Buffy  has  been  showing  repeats. 
Joan  plays  Joan  Gallagher,  a  teacher  in  Chicago  who  has  it  pretty  good. 
She  has  a  dreamy  boyfriend  played  by  the  lickable  Kyle  Chandler  (for- 
merly of  Early  Edition)  who  is  gorgeous  and  sweet  and  loves  her  to  death. 
He  asks  her  to  marry  him  in  the  first  episode,  and  she  is  very  funny  as  she 


completely  freaks  out.  She  later  explains  to  her  friends  that  she  is  not  the 
type  of  girl  that  sweeps  guys  off  their  feet,  she  is  the  dependable  one  they 
go  to  after  getting  dumped  by  the  girl  that  swept  them  off  their  feet.  I 
loved  that.  Since  then  Joan  has  told  him  she  needs  more  time.  The  thing 
is,  there  s  no  hurt  feelings,  no  bruised  ego.  Oh  if  life  were  only  that  easy! 
I  had  a  relationship  setback  months  over  not  accepting  a  fr at  pin  with  the 
necessary  gleeful  enthusiasm.  In  any  case,  of  all  the  midseason  shows  this 
year.  What  About  Joan?  Might  turn  into  a  winner.  It's  by  no  means  per- 
fect; the  token  friends  are  a  little  bland  (they  need  an  overbearing  moth- 
er and  a  gay  char- 
acter), but  Joan  is 
so  real  and  funny, 
you  gotta  love  her. 

My  quest  for 
men  has  not  been  so 
sunny  however,  not 
that  I'm  surprised. 
I  don  't  usually  have 
the  best  of  luck  in 
the  spring.  I  prefer 
autumn.  You  see, 
summer  isn  't  great 
because  its  skimpy 
clothes  weather, 
and  single  boys 
gravitate  to  loose 
girls  and  easy  sex. 
Men  are  pigs;  this  is  nothing  new.  Fall  is  good  because  it  starts  getting 
colder,  but  you  still  have  your  summer  tan.  Boys  start  thinking  about  the 
long  winter  months,  and  having  a  warm  body  close  by.  They  are  more 
susceptible  to  we  women  and  our  wily  charms.  Winter  is  a  bad  time  to 
meet  men,  because  you  may  have  gained  a  few  pounds  over  Christmas, 
and  you  're  pale  again,  so  self  esteem  ergo  standards  of  men  are  lower,  and 
those  available  are  usually  so  because  they  screwed  up  over  the  holidays. 

Spring  can  be  okay,  but  here  we  revert  back  to  my  previous  statements  on 
the  decent  "shows  "  and  their  already  happy  "networks.  " 

Continued  on  page  10 
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A  MAN  FOR  ALL  SEASONS 


Joanna  Jackson 

When  students  ask  Professor  Robert  Tapply  how  long  he  has  been  at 
Fitchburg  State  College,  he  likes  to  tell  them  64  years.  Tapply,  71,  has 
been  connected  with  the  college  in  one  form  or  another  since  he  began 
elementary  school  there  in  1936. 

Tapply,  a  professor  in  the  FSC  English  department,  was  born  in  Fitch- 
burg and  grew  up  on  a  poultry  farm  on  Pearl  Hill  Road.  Early  on,  he 
decided  that  he  definitely  did  not  want  to  stay  on  the  farm.  "I  used  to 
have  chores  to  do  that  didn  't  thrill  me  all  that  much,  "  he  said.  "I  was  a 
very  bookish  sort  of  person.  " 

Because  he  lived  in  the  proximity  of  the  college,  he  started  first 
grade  at  Edgerly  School  on  the  FSC  campus,  and  then  went  on  to  junior 
high  in  Percival  Hall,  also  on  the  campus.  They  were  training  schools  in 
which  college  students  who  came  to  get  certified  to  teach  did  their  prac- 
tice teaching.  "The  schools  were  separate  from  the  city  of  Fitchburg  in 
that  regard  because  it  was  under  the  complete  control  of  the  college,  " 
Tapply  said.    "The  college  staff  made  up  the  staff  of  that  school.  " 

According  to  Tapply,  students  who 
lived  on  the  north  and  east  side  of  Fitchburg 
went  to  the  training  school,  "and  we  got  to  be 
snobby. "  When  these  students  went  to  the 
Fitchburg  high  school  for  10th,  11th,  and  12th 
grades,  "we  were  looked  on  as  very  different 
kinds  of  people  because  we  had  had  a  very  dif- 
ferent kind  of  education,  "  he  said.  "It  was 
always  very  experimental.  " 

"There  were  all  kinds  of  fun  things  that 
happened  to  me  during  my  time  here  and 
that's  why  I  think  I  ended  up  in  education,  " 
Tapply  said.  For  example,  in  first  grade,  the 
art  teacher  chose  him  to  be  filmed  for  a  movie 
album  of  what  went  on  in  the  elementary 
school.  "When  I  came  back  to  the  college  and 
took  a  course  with  her  some  20  years  later,  she 
dragged  the  film  out  and  said,  This  is  what  you 
looked  like,  my  dear,  when  you  were  in  the 
first  grade.  " 

Tapply  also  remembers  his  history 
teacher  from  junior  high  school.  "She  got  me 
excited  about  history.  I  decided  that  if  I  want- 
ed to  do  anything,  I  wanted  to  teach  history 
because  she  taught  it  so  excitingly,  "  Tapply 
said.  "It  all  started  because  of  the  teachers  I 
had  here.   1  feel  very  unique  in  this  regard.  " 

The  campus  school  is  now  located  at 
McKay  and  it  is  run  by  the  city  of  Fitchburg,  Tapply  said.  "It's  a  sad 
loss.  As  I  said,  we  were  snobbish  because  we  got  a  different  type  of  edu- 
cation, a  superior  education.  We  got  more  individual  attention.  The  col- 
lege faculty  were  more  concerned  with  how  to  be  effective,  there  was  a 
deeper  sense  of  the  role  of  teaching.  " 

Tapply  graduated  from  FSC  in  1952  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science 
degree  in  education,  with  a  history  major  and  an  English  minor.  "The 
college  is  deeply  embedded  in  my  life,  "  Tapply  said.  "I  am  the  first,  the 
only  member  of  my  family  to  go  to  college.  " 

After  a  short  stint  in  the  army  during  the  Korean  War,  Tapply 
started  teaching  in  the  Lunenburg  school  system  from  1955  and  returned 
to  FSC  to  earn  a  masters  degree  in  education  with  a  major  in  English. 

Tapply  stayed  at  Lunenburg  until  1964  when  he  was  invited  to 


become  the  chairman  of  the  Nashoba  Regional  High  School  english 
department.  He  got  involved  in  the  Wachusett  English  Council,  an  orga- 
nization which  gave  teachers  an  opportunity  to  get  together  to  discuss 
problems  of  teaching.  He  was  at  NRHS  for  two  years  before  coming  to 
FSC  in  1967  to  supervise  in  the  campus  school.  When  an  opening  became 
available  in  the  english  department,  Tapply  moved  over  to  fill  that  slot. 
"I  started  doing  the  kind  of  thing  that  was  done  for  me,  "  Tapply  said, 
"which  was  being  responsible  for  developing  secondary  school  english 
teachers.  Basically,  the  role  I  still  have.  " 

Since  joining  the  FSC  faculty,  Tapply  has  seen  many  changes.  In 
1969,  the  college  developed  the  concept  of  the  All  College  Council  to  meet 
the  needs  of  college  students  as  a  response  to  the  beginning  of  the  Viet- 
nam War,  Tapply  said.  "The  students  protested  and  wanted  to  have 
more  say  in  what  was  happening  to  them  in  the  college.  I  worked  with 
vice  president  of  the  college  to  get  what  we  called  joint  governance.  Fac- 
ulty members,  students,  student  representatives,  and  the  administration 
worked  together,  giving  each  group  equal  representation.  " 

Joint  governance  is  one  of  the  issues  that  is  being  battled  in  the 

current  contract  dispute,  Tapply  said. 
"The  state  is  trying  to  re-assert  its  kind 
of  hegemony  over  that  kind  of  thing.  " 

Tapply  said  that  in  the  70  's,  students 
were  more  concerned  with  student  life 
and  curriculum  issues  than  they  are 
now.  "Students  at  that  time  were,  I 
would  say,  more  intellectually  commit- 
ted than  they  are  today.  They  were 
interested  in  how  the  programs  would 
be  designed.  It  was  part  of  their 
activism.  " 

FSC  students  responded  to  the  Viet- 
nam War  with  sit-ins  and  rallies,  the 
same  way  as  at  the  major  universities  in 
the  country,  "Our  students  were  pretty 
well  mannered  about  it,  but  they  defi- 
nitely took  action.  "  In  part,  the  ACC 
was  an  attempt  to  engage  them  in  a  sig- 
nificant dialogue,  Tapply  said,  not  only 
about  that  kind  of  issue,  but  also  about 
issues  that  affected  their  lives,  then- 
degrees  and  their  professional  futures. 
"We  were  the  first  of  the  nine  state  col- 
leges to  have  an  ACC,  subsequently,  the 
concept  spread  to  the  other  colleges, 
but  we  took  the  lead  and  had  the  first, 
carefully  constructed  ACC.  " 
Tapply  said  that  students  then  were  much  more  socially  aware, 
more  conscious  of  what  was  going  on  in  the  world  around  them,  than  stu- 
dents today.  They  read  newspapers  and  listened  to  news  broadcasts,  he 
said.  "They  were  not  caught  up  in  pure  entertainment.  Students  at  that 
time  were  much  more  involved  in  issues  than  they  are  today,  "  Tapply 
said.  "They  were  a  different  kind  of  student.  Not  brighter  -just  simply 
motivated  differently.   It  was  very  exciting.  " 

Students  took  a  more  serious  approach  to  the  value  of  education 
than  today.  "It  was  not  perceived  as  an  avenue  into  a  job  or  a  career,  but 
as  a  more  enlightening,  or  liberalizing  experience,  "  Tapply  said.  "They 
were  not  just  computer  majors,  or  nursing  majors.  They  were  students 
becoming 

Continued  on  page  9 
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Continued  from  page  8 

liberally   educated,    and  then   the 
other  was  tacked  on.  " 

The  faculty  were  a  very  rich 
group  of  people  in  terms  of  their 
understanding  of  the  role  of  liberal 
arts  in  the  life  of  the  student,  Tap- 
ply  said.  Many  faculty  members 
still  hear  from  students  they  had 
during  that  period,  he  said, 
"because  it  made  a  difference  in 
their  lives. State  colleges  have  a 
reputation  for  being  the  first 
opportunity  for  people  to  get  a  col- 
lege education,  "  Tapply  said. 
"That 's  why  its  always  been  impor- 
tant for  me.  State  colleges  provide 
an  inexpensive,  hut  good,  opportu- 
nity to  become  educated  at  a  high- 
er level.  " 

As  the  college  has  become  larg- 
er, it  has  become  less  personalized, 
Tapply  said.  Tapply  remembers  a 
time  when  he  knew  all  of  the  facul- 
ty members  by  first  name.  "We 
dined  together  frequently,  shared 
concerns,  interests,  hopes,  dreams, 
desires  with  each  other,  "  he  said. 
Today,  with  over  200  faculty  mem- 
bers, isn  7  the  same.  Now,  he  may- 
know  60  or  70  faculty. 

The  same  holds  true  with  the 
students.  In  the  197 O's  when  there 
were  under  1000  students,  he  was 
able  to  get  to  know  them  very  well. 
"I  knew  all  of  the  students  in  the 
English  department.  Today,  there 
are  many  I  don't  get  to  know.  " 

Over  the  years,  Tapply  has 
taught  various  courses  that  have 
helped  students  in  all  majors,  but 
few  subjects  interest  him  as  much 
as  communication.  He  teaches  a 
course  called  The  Structure  and 
Nature  of  Language,  which  is  the 
history  of  the  English  language  and 
how  it  works  -  psychologically, 
sociologically,  and  otherwise.  "I 
developed  that  course  after  doing 
graduate  study  at  Harvard  Univer- 
sity in  the  early  70  's,  "  Tapply  said. 

He  also  helped  develop  a  course 
which  focused  on  the  use  of  writing 
as  a  learning  tool.  After  attending 
some  national  workshops,  he 
became  interested  in  the  concept  of 
writing  across  the  curriculum.  In 
1982,   with  the  permission  of  the 


college  administration,  Tapply  per- 
formed a  one-year  experiment  in  a 
science  class  which  tested  the  effec- 
tiveness of  improved  writing  skills 
on  the  learning  of  that  subject 
material.  The  outcome  was  a  dra- 
matic difference  in  grade  results, 
he  said. 

As  a  result,  Tapply  proposed 
that  the  english  department  have  a 
course  for  all  secondary  certifica- 
tion students  called  the  Teaching  of 
Writing  in  the  Secondary  School. 
The  course  was  developed  and  it 
became  a  requirement  for  all  stu- 
dents preparing  to  teach  at  the  sec- 
ondary level.  At  that  time,  the  state 
did  not  have  that  as  certification 
requirement.  Tapply  said.  "After 
three  years  had  passed,  we  shared 
our  ideas  and  the  state  added  that 
as  a  requirement  for  teacher 
preparation  at  the  secondary 
level.  " 

The  focus  on  writing  has  been 
resurrected  in  the  past  two  years 
because  of  the  difficulty  students 
have  had  with  the  teacher  certifica- 
tion exam,  Tapply  said.  Along  with 
two  other  English  department  fac- 
ulty members,  Tapply  formed  a 
committee  and  spent  a  summer 
redesigning  the  writing  program  so 
that  there  would  be  more  uniformi- 
ty and  continuity.  In  1999,  a  state 
grant  allowed  Tapply  to  be 
involved  in  training  faculty  mem- 
bers from  the  nine  state  colleges  to 
use  writing  intensively  in  their 
courses. 

Tapply  has  also  seen  many 
changes  to  the  college  and  the 
town.  During  World  War  II,  the 
land  where  the  dormitories  are 
now  was  used  for  victory  gardens, 
he  said.  People  had  to  grow  food 
because  of  rationing,  and  while  he 
was  in  junior  high,  he  helped  grow 
food  for  the  community.  After  the 
war,  the  land  was  reverted  into 
athletic  fields. 

On  the  hill  behind  the  dormito- 
ries, the  Navy  ROTC  had  an  obsta- 
cle course  for  training.  Quonset 
huts  were  set  up  beside  the  Antho- 
ny building,  and  these  also  were 
removed  after  the  war.  Before  the 
Sanders  Administration  building 
was  built  in  the  late  60 's  or  early 
70  's,  there  was  a  swamp  and  a  frog 


pond  where  it  now  stands.  It  was 
drained  and  athletic  fields  were  put 
in  for  physical  education  classes, 
Tapply  said. 

Tapply  has  seen  many  changes 
happen  in  the  neighborhood  sur- 
rounding the  college.  "This  used  to 
be  a  very  middle  class  neighbor- 
hood, very  gentile  area  for  people 
to  live  in.  It  was  considered  one  of 
the  preferred  areas  to  live  in  the 
city  of  Fitchburg,  "  Tapply  said. 

Historically,  the  relationship 
between  the  college  and  the  sur- 
rounding neighborhoods  has 
always  been  very  good,  Tapply 
said,  and  only  in  the  growing  years 
of  the  past  four  years  has  it  deteri- 
orated. Private  homes  with  fami- 
lies who  had  children  at  the  college 
gave  way  to  multiple  apartment 
buildings  for  students.  Parking 
problems  have  also  caused  trouble 
on  the  streets  around  the  campus. 

Tapply 's  long  connection  with 
the  college  has  allowed  him  to 
know  about  many  campus  curiosi- 
ties. For  example,  he  can  remem- 
ber when  the  second  floor  of 
Thompson  Hall  was  a  library  with 
a  balcony.  The  extra  set  of  stairs 
between  the  second  and  third 
floors  were  added  to  compensate 
for  the  balcony.  The  tunnels  were 
built  when  snow  plowing  and 
removal  was  more  difficult  than 
today.  He  remembers  the  huge 
boiler  located  in  the  basement  of 
Edgerly  Hall,  and  the  heating  pipes 
which  ran  between  the  core  build- 
ings along  the  tunnels: 

The  "awful"  chimney  was  built 
in  response  to  neighborhood  com- 
plaints about  the  black  soot  and 
sulfuric  acid  which  spewed  out  of 
the  original  brick  chimney,  Tapply 
said.  The  winds  across  the  hill 
behind  the  dormitories  pushed  the 
smoke  down  into  the  campus, 
allowing  the  emissions  to  erode 
cars  and  pit  windows.  The  tower 
was  rebuilt  high  enough  so  that  the 
winds  would  instead,  carry  the 
smoke  away  from  the  campus. 

For  the  future,  Tapply  plans  to 
continue  doing  what  he  has  been 
doing.  "I  am  enjoying  it.  I  still 
look  forward  to  going  to  work,  and 
I  will  continue  until  they  throw  me 
out.  " 


c?\  ^Hng  or  Hie  real  thing? 


by  Ms.  X 

With  the  semester  winding  to  a 
close  in  only  a  month,  now  it 
becomes  imperative  to  decide 
whether  that  significant  other  in 
our  lives  is  Mr.  Right  or  Mr.  Right 
Now.  (For  you  "gentlemen,  "  that 
translates  into  Ms.  Right  or  Ms. 
Right  Now).  Oh  what  a  tough 
choice,  especially  for  those  of  us 
now  dating  an  individual  whose 
lives  in  another  town  or  even  anoth- 
er state.  Is  this  relationship  worth 
continuing  over  a  glorious  summer, 
while  the  opportunities  of  meeting 
other  good  catches  occur,  whether 
it  be  at  a  summer  job,  or  on  the 
sunny  beach? 

A  month  and  a  half  is  quite 
a  short  time  (or  for  some  of  us  it 
may  be  way  too  long  to  be  with  just 
one  person  and  seem  like  a  fate 
worse  than  medieval  torture),  but 
the  cold  weather  we  are  currently 
having  prevents  the  thoughts  of 
summer  from  drifting  into  our 
minds.  It  is  certainly  not  a  great 
time  to  start  a  relationship  with 
someone.  But  those  ever-tempting 
situations  never  seem  to  leave  us 
alone  when  the  timing  is  oh  so 
wrong. 

What  to  do  .  .  .  what  to  do. 
Do  we  stay  in  a  relationship  that 
will  only  make  leaving  a  bitch,  or  do 
we  slowly  start  to  drift  away  from 


the  man  who  seemed  so  charming 
until  you  discovered  his  lovely  habit 
of  farting,  and  smelling  his  dirty 
laundry  each  time  you  enter  his 
room.  Do  we  start  up  a  thing  with 
the  boy  we  've  had  our  eye  on  since 
the  first  day  in  September,  only  to 
come  to  grips  with  the  fact  that  at 
this  time  anything  happening  will 
seem  nothing  more  than  a  fling? 

Some  say  that  it  is  better  to 
have  loved  and  lost,  than  to  never 
have  loved  at  all.  These  individuals 
follow  the  principle  of  making  the 
most  of  the  allowed  time,  which 
doesn  't  sound  like  a  bad  idea. 
Don't  ditch  the  boy  while  there  is 
still  time  left  for  him  to  treat  you 
like  a  queen  (and  he  better,  or  else 
what  are  you  doing  with  him  in  the 
first  place?).  And  who  wants  to  be 
lonely?  Seriously  (well  I'm  gonna 
try  to  be  serious  now,  bear  with 
me),  a  boyfriend  or  girlfriend  can 
be  a  great  thing  to  have.  He  or  she 
can  be  there  for  you  when  you  need 
someone  to  talk  to  or  just  be  with. 
I'm  sure  we  all  have  great  friends, 
but  do  they  really  want  to  be  there 
in  bed  to  keep  your  feet  warm?  (So 
I  decided  that  serious  thing  didn  't 
quite  work.)  Many  people  meet 
their  first  loves  in  college  and  they 
become  sickly  inseparable.  Howev- 
er, when  the  two  of  you  do  finally 
part,  there  will  be  a  lovely  scrap- 


book  of  memories  in  your  mind  to 
flip  through. 

On  the  other  hand,  is  it  really 
worth  going  through  all  that  trou- 
ble, just  for  a  while  of  hand  holding 
and  nights  watching  movies  togeth- 
er? You  know  what  really  bothers 
me  about  college  dating-  is  the  dat- 
ing. There  is  none.  It  is  hanging 
out  in  the  dorms.  How  often  does  a 
college  couple  actually  go  to  the 
classic  dinner  and  a  movie  date?  I 
mean,  of  course  dates  to  the  cafete- 
ria and  watching  the  Saturday 
Night  Live  marathon  can  be  so 
romantic  (wink,  wink),  but  it  just 
doesn 't  compare  to  the  flowers  on 
the  locker  and  dinner  and  dancing 
nights. 

This  lack  of  dating  opportunities 
leads  to  the  hanging  out  in  dorm 
rooms.  Now  I  can  't  ever  remember 
a  time  when  my  mother  let  me  have 
a  boy  in  my  bedroom,  so  at  first  this 
experience  seems  a  little  temptingly 
deviant.  But  after  a  while  one  runs 
out  of  entertaining  things  to  do  in  a 
dorm  room  the  size  of  a  refrigerator 
box  and  sometimes  the  issue  of  sex 
arises  sooner  than  we  'd  like.  That 
is  if  the  issue  arises  at  all  before  the 
action.  Often  times  the  "  it  just 
kind  of  happened"  excuse  is  offered 
here.  Now  I'm  not.  dissing  sex.  I 
love  it  (who  doesn  't?),  but  if  quality 
time  equals  sex,  one  might  want  to 


re-evaluate  the  relationship. 

I  can  'understand  those  who 
choose  to  dump  the  dude  well 
before  the  summer  arrives  and 
decides  to  spend  their  last  month  in 
the  college  party  atmosphere  just 
having  fun.  Not  only  do  they  have 
the  fear  of  separation  pain  prevent- 
ing them  from  pursuing  or  remain- 
ing in  a  relationship,  but  also  the 
end  of  the  semester  is  an  extremely 
hectic  time,  with  finals,  scheduling, 
getting  ready  to  move  out,  fitting  in 
those  last  few  late  night  parties,  and 
of  .course  making  plans  for  the  sum- 
mer. With  all  that  is  there  even 
time  for  a  significant  other,  or  will 
we  wind  up  ignoring  them  in  the 
midst  of  our  other  priorities.  And 
we  wouldn  't  want  to  hurt  anybody. 
Oh  no,  so  it  might  be  better  to  gen- 
erously put  the  devoted  love  slafe 
out  of  his  or  her  misery. 

Now  I  can  't  be  the  one  to  dictate 
what  other  individuals  should  do, 
I'm  just  as  clueless  myself.  Let's 
just  say  this  is  my  way  of  looking  at 
the  pro 's  and  con 's  of  the  situation 
and  sharing  what  is  undoubtedly  on 
the  mind  of  others,  while  they  might 
be  afraid  to  acknowledge  this 
thought.  Right  now  I  think  the  best 
bet  is  to  just  wait  and  see  what  hap- 
pens. You  neveryknow,  Mr.  Alright 
For  Now  just  might  turn  out  to  be  a 
prince  in  disguise. 


changing  horses*  streaming  video 


Continued  from  page  7 

However,  I  did  give  some  a  go.  First  off  was  Nick.  He  was  the  checkout 
guy  at  the  market,  very  cute,  very  thick.  My  juice  didn 't  scan,  so  I  looked 
up,  and  he  said,  "No  problem.  "  The  next  time  I  was  there,  I  went  to  him 
again.  Hey,  I  was  just  hoping  for  more  freebies.  Instead  he  passed  me  his 
number.  I  suppose,  in  retrospect,  I  would  have  preferred  more  free  juice. 
I  called  him.  We  went  to  a  movie.  He  brought  me  home.  I  let  him  come 
in.  The  parentals  were  asleep,  and  it  was  Saturday  night.  What  can  I  say? 
Why  is  it  girls,  despite  your  best  intentions,  when  its  been  a  while,  and 
you  're  horny,  things  can  go  from  0  to  69  in  mere  seconds?  Okay,  so  I'm 
exaggerating,  but  there  we  were,  making  out,  he's  got  one  hand  up  my 
shirt,  one  down  my  pants,  and  he  decides  to  step  it  up  a  notch.  Now,  I  did- 
n  't  exactly  mind  him  knocking  on  my  chamber  doors,  but  to  let  himself  in 
without  asking?  And  gentlemen,  can  I  just  say,  grooming  is  important. 
When  going  out  on  a  date,  take  a  moment  to  use  an  emery  board,  or  some 
nail  clippers.  Take  care  of  those  nasty  hangnails,  okay?  Needless  to  say, 
the  evening  soon  came  to  a  screeching  halt,  and  Nick  went  home.  Then, 
later  in  the  week,  he  let  it  slip  he  was  actually  still  in  high  school,  and  was 
only  eighteen.   I've  since  lost  Nick's  number  accidentally. 


That  bad  experience,  unfortunately,  left  me  susceptible  to  thy 
cousin  Sharon.  She 's  sweet,  and  she  means  well,  but  she  is  so  romantical- 
ly retarded.  Anyone  who  has  met  her  husband  Phil  will  testify  to  that. 
Anyway,  in  my  weakened  state,  I  agreed  to  a  blind  date  with  one  of  her 
coworkers.  His  name  was  John,  and  she  made  the  date  for  a  Friday  night. 
When  I  met  him  for  dinner,  I  realized  very  quickly  this  would  your  clas- 
sic non-date.  I'd  sit  there,  I'd  talk  to  him,  I'd  eat,  but  this  would  never, 
ever  happen  again.  John  is  a  talker.  John  prefers  his  mother 's  cooking  to 
restaurant  food.  John  wears  doubled  socks.  John  reenacts  Civil  War  bat- 
tles. When  this  torture  finally  ended,  and  we  left  the  restaurant,  he  actu- 
ally tried  to  kiss  me.  I  just  reacted  and  went  straight  past  the  "You  've  got 
to  be  kidding  "  glance  to  the  "Are  you  out  of  your  mind?  "  glare.  John 's 
number  is  now  with  Nick's. 

All  is  not  lost,  however.  Eric,  this  guy  I  pass  on  the  way  to  class 
twice  a  week,  bumped  into  me  at  the  library.  We  had  lunch.  He 's  nice, 
definitely  a  good  prospect.  Perhaps  this  network's  midseason  replace- 
ments aren  't  all  a  total  bust.  This  show  may  last  until  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son.   Will  he  be  picked  up  for  next  fall?   That's  ano'ther  story... 
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LOWELL  GENERAL  HOSPITAL 


LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  US  AT 
WWW.LOWELLGENERAL.ORG 


FIND  OUT  FOR 
YOURSELF 


SO  WHAT  ARE 

YOU  DOING  THIS 

SUMMER? 

HOW  ABOUT  A  JOB  THAT: 


v  Increases  your  future  earning 

potential 
v  Gives  you  valuable  experience 
v  Exposes  you  to  a  specialized 

clinical  setting 


Summer  employment  opportunities  for  students  who 
have  completed  3  years  of  nursing  school  and  are  inter- 
ested in  gaining  some  clinical  experience  in  a  hospital 
letting.  Work  up  to  41)  hours  a  wak  in  one  or  our  clini- 
cal areas.  We  have  opening  in  the  following  areas: 


Operating  Room       r  \  Behavioral  Healthy 

\   Po  ^-Anesthesia  Uu\.    \  I  mer^-iM  Department 

,  \    Intensive  Cart  v  Medical-Surdcal 

\   Intermediate  Care        v  Transitional  Care 


jency  in  other  languages  is  a  plus. 
You  may  apply  for  these  positions  en- 
tire or  in  parson.  Our  office  is  open 
daily  from  8AM  to  4:30M. 


Hunan  Resources  Department 

TckpII  General  Hospital 

295  Varwm  Avenue 

Lovell,  MA  01854 

Fax;  (978)937-6891 

Ad  ajuaJ  q&artmity  eeploysr,  WT/WV 


PATIENTS  FIRST  IN  EVERYTHING  WE  DO 


The  odd 

pound  of 

fljzsh... 

Continued  from  page  2 
tions  for  trying  to  get  around  the 
"patent protection  laws"  on  AIDS 
treatments.  (In  India,  the  generic 
drug  manufacturer  Cipla  has  an 
AIDS  therapy  which  it  can  sell  for 
$350  per  year  per  patient  whereas 
the  same  drug  combination  in  the 
US  costs  about  $10,400.) 

I  think  it 's  pornographic  that 
there  are  teaching  "tools"  in  the 
education  system  which  are  little 
more  than  advertising  vehicles  for 
the  corporations  which  sponsor 
the  programs  and  should  a  stu- 
dent protest  against  such  tools, 
they  can  be  punished  up  to  and 
including  imprisonment.  (As  in 
the  case  of  Ohio  teenagers  DJ  and 
Carlotta  Maurer,  who  walked  out 
of  their  classrooms  rather  than 
submit  to  the  compulsory  viewing 
of  Channel  One,  a  television  pro- 
gram with  commercials  currently 
shown  in  schools  across  America). 

I  think  it 's  pornographic  that 
people  are  working  harder  for 
longer  hours  at  jobs  with  less  secu- 
rity making  less  in  real  dollars 
then  at  any  point  since  WWII. 

I  think  it 's  pornographic  that 
art,  music,  movies  and  apparently 
journalism  needs  to  be  scrubbed 
clean  of  every  hint  of  anything 
that  an  overtly  vocal  minority 
might  find  offensive;  leeching  any 
cause  for  alarm  out  of  everything 
we  see  and  read  and  think  in  order 
to  keep  us  entertained  and  main- 
tained like  so  many  children. 

So  I'm  a  pornographer;  I  had 
the  unmitigated  audacity  to  show 
a  naked  woman  on  the  cover  of  a 
college  journal  and  make  some 
women  feel  more  insecure  about 
their  own  bodies  than  the  corpo- 
rate media  does  every  day  and 
make  some  men  feel  slightly 
hornier  than  they  do  normally. 
I'm  a  terrible,  horrible  person. 
But  don't  worry,  I'm  sure  there's 
someone  out  there  putting  my 
name  on  a  website  list  right  now.  T 
wonder  when  yours  will  show  up... 
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YOUR  ABSOLUTELY  LAST  CHANCE  TO  PARTCIPATE 

IN  THE  POINT'S  GREAT  21ST  CENTURY  HEMI-DEMI- 

SEMI-ANNUAL  ALL  STAR  SPORTS  TRIVIA  CONTEST 


So  you  think  you  know  it  all  do 
you?  Well  now  is  your  chance  to 
see  just  how  smart  you  are  when  it 
comes  to  sports.  The  Point  and 
Sports  Editor  Shaun  Moriarty  are 
giving  you  a  chance  to  get  a  pair  of 
Red  Sox  tickets!  Answering  a  few 
questions  correctly  is  easy  and  a 
whole  lot  cheaper  than  the  Sox 
ticket  office.  Each  question  is 
worth  a  certain  number  of  points, 
a  correct  answer  to  the  question 
scores  that  many  points.  The  max- 
imum number  of  points  is  55. 
Whoever  gets  the  most  points  wins 
the  tickets.  The  second  place  win- 
ner will  get  a  gift  certificate  to 
Outdoor  Endeavors  on  John  Fitch 
H 'way.  Ties  will  be  decided  by  a 
random  drawing.  The  tix  are  good 
for  an  upcoming  game  in  historic 
Fenway  Park.  Speaking  of  Fen- 
way, here 's  question  number  one: 

1.    What  year  did  Fenway  Park 
first  open?  (1  point) 

A)  1912 

B)  1901 

C)  1918 

D)  1914 


2.  Who  was  the  last  NHL  player  to 
play  without  wearing  a  helmet?  (4 
points) 

A)  Jari  Kurri 

B)  Marcel  Dionne 

C)  Tim  Taylor 

D)  Craig  MacTavish 


3.  What  NFL  player  holds  the  all- 
time  career  record  for  passing  effi- 
ciency? (3  pts) 

A)  Randall  Cunningham 

B)  Steve  Young 

C)  Jim  Kelly 

D)  Bart  Starr 


4.  What  golfer  has  won  6  Master 's 
Tournaments,  a  PGA  record?  (2 
pts) 

A)  Ben  Hogan 

B)  Jack  Nicklaus 

C)  Tiger  Woods 

D)  Phil  Mickelson 


5.  This  pitcher  holds  the  all-time 
record  for  the  most  innings 
pitched  in  the  World  Series  with 
146  innings,  who  is  he?  (2  pts) 

A)  Whitey  Ford 

B)  Smokey  Joe  Wood 

C)  Dave  Stieb 

D)  Warren  Spahn 


6.  Who  did  Cassius  Clay  upset  to 
win  the  Heavyweight  Title  on  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1964?  (2pt) 

A)  George  Foreman 

B)  Muhammad  Ali 

C)  Sonny  Lis  ton 

D)  Ken  Norton 


7.  What  team  hasn  't  won  a  World 
Series  since  1908?  (1  pt) 

A)  Chicago  Cubs 

B)  Cleveland  Indians 

C)  Boston  Red  Sox 

D)  Chicago  White  Sox 


8.  What  tennis  player  is  Roy 
Emerson  tied  with  for  most  men 's 
Grand  Slam  singles  titles  with  12? 
(2  pts) 

A)  Arthur  Ashe 

B)  Pete  Sampras 

C)  Boris  Becker 

D)  Andre  Agassi 


9.  What  pro  baseball  player 
appeared  on  the  cover  of  the  first 
Sports  Illustrated  magazine?  (3 
pts) 

A)  Cy  Young 

B)  Eddie  Joost 

C)  Babe  Ruth 

D)  Eddie  Mathews 


10.  Who  led  the  1989  Boston  Red 
Sox  in  homeruns  with  30?  (2  pts) 

A)  Mo  Vaughn 

B)  Ellis  Burks 

C)  Nick  Esasky 

D)  Jim  Rice 


11.    In   NASCAR's    modern    era, 
only  two  drivers  have  led  every  lap 


of  a  race.  One  of  them  is:  (5  pts) 

A)  Richard  Petty 

B)  Dale  Earnhardt 

C)  Jeff  Burton 

D)  Bobby  Allison 


12.  What  man  holds  the  record  for 
most  rebounds  in  an  NBA  game? (3 
pts) 

A)  Nate  Thurmond 

B)  Wilt  Chamberlain 

C)  Bill  Russell 

D)  Dennis  Rodman 


13.  Who  is  the  only  baseball  player 
to  have  ever  won  the  MVP  and  the 
Rookie  of  the  Year  award  in  the 
same  year?  (2  pts) 

A)  Ted  Williams 

B)  Babe  Ruth 

C)  Fred  Lynn 

D)  WaltDropo 


14.  How  many  Moriarty 's  have 
played  in  the  MLB  (Major  League 
Baseball)  ?  Please  note,  there  was  a 
Gene  Moriarity  but  he  is  not 
counted  due  to  the  extra  "I"  in  his 
name.  (5  pts) 

A)  None 

B)  One 

C)  Two 

D)  Three 


15.  Which  man  has  won  the  most 
consecutive  sanctioned  competi- 
tions in  any  one  track  and  field 
event?       (4  pts) 

A)  Sergei  Bubka 

B)  Jesse  Owens 

C)  Edwin  Moses 

D)  Carl  Lewis 


16.  Which  country  has  won  the 
most  world  cup  soccer  titles?  (3 
pts) 

A)  Argentina 

B)  Germany 

C)  Italy 

D)  Brazil 

17.  Which  boxing  heavyweight  is 


the  only  man  to  finish  his  profes- 
sional career  without  a  loss? (4  pts) 

A)  Muhammad  Ali 

B)  Rocky  Marciano 

C)  Joe  Louis 

D)  Jack  Johnson 


18.  Where  is  former  New  England 
Patriots  head  coach  Pete  Carroll 
now?  (2  pts) 

A)  Head  coach  at  USC 

B)  Head  coach  right  here  at  Fitch- 
burg  State  College 

C)  A  coach  with  the  Seattle  Sea- 
hawks 

D)  Head  coach  of  the  XFL  's  Mem- 
phis Man  i  ax 


19.  Which  men  's  college  basketball 
coach  holds  the  record  for  most 
career  victories?  (2  pts) 

A)  Bobby  Knight 

B)  Adolph  Rupp 

C)  John  Wooden 

D)  Dean  Smith 


20.  Nolan  Ryan  has  thrown  seven 
professional  baseball  no-hitters. 
The  next  most  thrown  by  any 
other  pitcher  is:  (3  pts) 

A)  2 

B)  3 
C)4 
D)5 

Circle  your  responses  on  this  page 
then  cut,  tear  or  bite  it  off,  fill  out 
the  information  below  and  send  it 
to  The  Point  campus  mail  box 
6705.  Entries  can  also  be  dropped 
off  at  the  Point  office  located  in  the 
basement  of  the  Hammond  Build- 
ing. Entries  must  be  received  by 
Monday  April  16th.  Incomplete 
entries  will  be  disqualified. 
NAME 


CAMPUS  MAIL 


CAMPUS  PHONE 


E-MAIL 
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